Preface

Preparing for the neurosurgery primary examination
is a pivotal milestone in a neurosurgical resident’s
training. This examination assesses a foundation of
core neurosurgical knowledge and serves as a bench-
mark for residents as they progress through their
clinical and operative training. Recognizing the
challenges of mastering the breadth and depth of
neurosurgical topics, we developed Neurosurgery
Primary Examination Review: Questions and Answers
to provide a structured and high-yield resource for
residents at every stage of their preparation.

This book is designed to serve as both a compre-
hensive question bank and an active learning tool,
offering carefully curated multiple-choice questions
that mirror the style and content of the examination.
Each question is accompanied by detailed explana-
tions, emphasizing key concepts, relevant clinical
pearls, and essential board-tested facts. We have
structured the content to align with the primary
examination’s core topics, ensuring coverage of
neuropathology, neuroanatomy, neurophysiology,
neuro-oncology, spine, vascular, trauma, and critical
care.

Our goal was to create a resource that goes beyond
rote memorization. By focusing on the clinical

application of concepts and the reasoning behind
correct and incorrect answer choices, we hope to
foster deeper learning and reinforce test-taking strat-
egies. The explanations in this book provide insights
that will aid in passing the examination and enhancing
clinical decision-making and operative preparedness.

This work would not have been possible without
the mentorship and guidance of countless educators
whose dedication to neurosurgical training has
shaped our approach to learning and teaching. We
are particularly grateful to our colleagues who
reviewed the content, provided invaluable feedback,
and shared their expertise refining this question bank.

We hope this book will be a trusted companion
throughout your examination preparation and
beyond. Whether you are tackling the primary
examination for the first time or reviewing high-
yield concepts for continued learning, we trust
that this resource will solidify your knowledge and
help you to succeed in your neurosurgical training.

Best of luck in your studies and your journey
through neurosurgery.
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