Preface

This book makes the somewhat daring claim of
offering a new approach to diagnostic imaging of
bones and joints by redesigning the very concept
of the book, the classic vehicle of relating knowl-
edge. The authors composed most of the pages
themselves with the help of personal computers,
scanners, and appropriate software. The format
chosen was to present the material in units of two
opposing pages, with the left-hand page for read-
ing and the right-hand page for viewing, thereby
integrating text, tables, diagrams, and carefully se-
lected images. Like radiology, the presentation is
heavily image oriented. Whenever necessary, the
images have been annotated for easier compre-
hension of the radiologic findings. Text and figures
have to be seen as a unit, so not every figure is an-
notated in the text.

This is not a conventional multi-authored book
since every chapter was thoroughly revised and
edited to harmonize style and content and to cre-
ate a coherent whole. Colleagues from the dis-
ciplines of orthopedics, rheumatology, traumatolo-
gy, internal medicine, and nuclear medicine have
reviewed the chapters and made useful sugges-
tions.

This book attempts to define what a board-cer-
tified radiologist should know, or at one time
should have known. Looking things up is legiti-
mate and even intended. The point is to know
where to look, and finding out should be made
easy by the lucid presentation and systematic out-
line.

According to Shakespeare, brevity is the soul of
wit (“Hamlet,” Act 11, Sc 2, Polonius) - but does this
also apply to a textbook? The process of selecting,
deleting, and emphasizing is one grounded on ex-
perience in and mastery of the subject. This book
does not describe all there is, but rather, it is hoped,
all that is deemed relevant. For good reason, trau-
matology (Chapter 1) and arthrology (Chapter 9)
are the supporting pillars of the book. Conven-
tional radiology of the bones and joints continues
to take first place in describing the features that
can be extracted from the images and used for in-
terpretation. At the same time, the book follows a
multi-modality approach. MRI, CT, nuclear medi-
cine, and ultrasound are presented in depth when

they supplement, replace, or add information that
cannot be inferred from radiography. The modali-
ties are integrated wherever they belong together.
This takes into consideration that training in ra-
diology generally involves working with one mo-
dality at a time, though diagnosing diseases by
imaging requires a profound understanding of var-
ious modalities. This book is not meant to be used
with one particular modality.

Who can benefit from this book? Above all, resi-
dents who want to learn more about musculo-
skeletal radiology. The structure and outline of the
book make it especially suitable for review in
preparation for the board examination. Fur-
thermore, it is hoped that this book might be a
useful reference text for practicing radiologists and
other specialists to solve problems encountered in
day-to-day practice.

The authors’ text was edited into the final ver-
sion by our technical editor Wolfgang Fischer,
M.D., who made this project possible through his
commitment, ideas, and hard work. Cliff Bergman,
M.D., Gert Krueger and their team eagerly took on
the last hurdle by formatting the files into print-
able book pages. Donna Garrison did a great job in
editing the English text. Last but not least, the Eng-
lish version was made possible through the trans-
lation by our good friend Peter Winter, M. D.
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